MIDNIGHT


11/22/10 – ORIENTATION- ROUND PEN, BACK OFF ME, DON’T WALK ON TOP OF ME.

11/23/10 – SECOND DAY – ROUND PEN STARTED CHANGE OF DIRECTION, DROP YOU HEAD ON COMMAND, MOVE YOUR SHOLDERS AWAY FROM ME (AM)

11/24/10 –round pen again.  Work a little on turning inward.  Doesn’t want to give me his right eye



Little diarrhea and runny nose, very little work today.

11/25 & 11/26 – work days, off days for Midnight

11/27/10 – big day, got groomed, round pen work coming along, making consistent inward turns now.  Starting to move the shoulders out of the way with out HUGE asking movements.  Walked to second east with me on his “off” side.  He doesn’t like me there, but is improving.  Introduced him to the indoor ring.

11/28/10 (Sunday)-walked around the property.  Met some horses in the outdoor.  Worked in the round pen on establishing turns.  Now round pen work is not so good.  He is not turning in.  wants to look to the outside and not pay attention to me.

11/29 – indoor arena. Worked on moving the shoulders, hiding his hinny and give me 2 eyes.

11-30 – rain all day and I have the flu – day off for MN

12-1- back to work with MN.  Start circle game.  He picked up on this real fast.  Lots of change of direction.  He is funny. He needs time to engage his brain before he will engage his feet.  Very thoughtful horse

12/2- Big day – first day of turn out in the pasture.  Walked him down early with Malachi so he can meet the herd as they come out.  All went well and he was so happy to be free

12/-3- practiced the circle game. Started the lead rope around his belly, asking him go give to the pressure

12/4- friendly game, driving game, porcupine game, started yo yo, and practiced circle – turn out day

12/5 – set up tarp, barrels, cones for him to play around in the outdoor.  Lots of fun

12/6-turn out day – practiced yo yo.  He has trouble moving backwards.  He is definitely an in your face horse.  Will have to slowly work on establishing boundaries for him started sideways game.  Yikes he says, you want me to do WHAT?

12/7- played around more with sideways.  Started plastic bag for desensitizing

12/8/ turn out day – day off

12/9 – started squeeze game – very funny – this game really got him thinking.  Set up ground pole for him to figure out where all 4 of his feet are.  Played the circle game over ground poles and between barrels

12/10 pasture day, day off

12/11- spent lots of time at his rump area.  Getting him comfortable with seeing me on both sides of his back end in preparation for ground driving.  Lots of friendly from zone 5.  Started asking him to walk off with me at his girthline directing his nose and driving him from behind zone 3.  He is not too sure about this yet.

12/12-more work on zone 5 and asking him to accept direction from zone 3 and 4.

12/13-have not been able to work on round pen because of snow/ice.  Worked in the indoor arena while the tractor was dragging the arena.  Duke Energy trucks just outside making lots of noise.  Good practice for him to try to stay focused.  Pretty hard with all the distractions but he did OK.  Lots of change of direction, played a little with figure 8 patterns and falling leaf patterns.

12/14- bitterly cold again.  Down to 5 degrees last night with 30 m/h winds.  Glad to have a blanket for him.  Turn out day today.

12/15 worked in the indoor.  Set up multiple cavaletti for walk and trot work, dodging cones, trotting over the tarp.  Desensitizing with extreme friendly game.  Took him to the mounting block and laid over him, jumped up and down against his sides, lots of rubbing

12/16 – same – started sideways game – went out for ½ day

12/17 – worked for over an hour while they were dragging the arena, lots of activity again.  Worked on leading the proper way – not on top of you – he still want to walk on you – did lots of backup and sideways today, - his weak areas.  He cant quite figure out where his feet are when he goes sideways – LOL

12-18-19-12 hr work weekend, my friend is taking care of him.

12-20 through 12/24- lots of more refined work.  Ques are getting smaller and smaller as he learns to play the game better.  Falling leaf and reverse falling leaf really taking hold.  Finally figuring out where his feet are in sideways.  Started sideways over a cone – that was funny.

